DAILY BIBLE STUDIES 

"LOVING THE UNSEEN CHRIST” 

1 PETER 1:8-9
JULY 9 - 15, 2006

THE LORD'S DAY – This week we will look at verses 8-9 of our text.  In it we find some incredible truths regarding those who love Christ, yet have not physically seen Him.  There are some descriptive words in these verses that explain to us what true Christianity is all about.  We will learn about how true Christians show their love for the unseen Christ.  Read 1 Peter 1:8-9. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today? 

Suggestion for prayer: Ask the “unseen” Christ to teach you through the revelation found in His Word this week.

MONDAY – Verse 8 starts with a phrase that ties back into verse 7.  Peter is speaking to people who have not physically seen Jesus Christ.  Here in this first phrase however, he is referring to the fact that they have not seen Him in His appearing which is yet future (verse 7).  When we do see Him in His appearing, all the trials and persecutions Peter spoke about in the previous verses will be forever past and God will be eternally given “praise, honor, and glory” (verse 7).  Read these following verses which speak to the return of Jesus Christ.  1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 1 Corinthians 15:50-58. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Thank the Lord Jesus that His return is sure and secure as He said in His Word.  Ask Him to help you be prepared and waiting for His coming.

TUESDAY – Peter continues verse 8 by repeating the phrase, “Though now you do not see Him…” It IS possible to love one whom we have not seen.  We may love God whom “no eye hath seen” (1 John 4:20).  We love God as believers, yet we today have not seen the Father, the Son, or the Holy Spirit.  

The people to whom Peter was writing obviously had not physically seen the Lord Jesus Christ either, yet Peter is about to explain to them how the believer exemplifies love for Him without seeing Him.  Peter lists several things in verses 8-9 that are evident in the life of his readers and in all true Christians.  Read John 20:29. 
What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Ask the Lord to help your love for Him grow and become more evident in your life. 

WEDNESDAY – The first thing Peter mentions to his readers is that although they have not seen Him (Christ) they “believe.”  Jesus Himself gave a blessing to those in this category as we learned yesterday in John 20:29.  We will see that all these things Peter mentions go hand in hand with loving Christ.  To love Christ is to believe in Him.  We see Christ through the eyes of faith.  Faith and “believing” accept the revealed truth about Christ from the Word of God.  Don’t say you are a “believer” and doubt what God has said in His Word.  The more we know of Christ through His Word, the stronger our faith becomes and our love for Him grows.  This is what develops in us the joy we spoke of last week.  True saving faith comes from believing and trusting in Christ as He is revealed in Scripture.  Read Hebrews 11:1, 6, Acts 24:14, and 2 Timothy 3:15 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Ask the Lord to help you see Him more clearly through the study and meditation of His Word.   

THURSDAY – Peter then says believers “rejoice greatly.”  We looked at the joy of Christians last week and saw how they even have “painful joy.”  Peter goes on to say these believers rejoice with joy “inexpressible and full of glory.”  The Greek word for “inexpressible” is “aneklaletos” which means “not spoken out, unutterable, unspeakable.”  Those who love and live in Christ experience a joy that is divine and we can not even communicate it.  It is, humanly speaking, beyond our ability to express.  Our joy is also “full of glory.”  Both anticipated glory of heaven and literally a joy that is “heaven on earth.”  These are some revealing facts to who is really a true Christian.  Read Psalm 4:7, 97:11, and Jude 24. 
What principles in these verses are applicable to my life today?

  Suggestion for prayer: Examine your heart before God and talk to Him about this joy.  Is it a joy that you possess? 

FRIDAY – Peter continues by saying that true Christians are “receiving the end of your faith-the salvation of your souls.”  The word “receiving” is a present passive middle participle that expresses continuous or repeated action.  The Greek word means “to carry off, obtain, bring, and receive.”  It could be translated “presently receiving.”  Christians will have a final joy in salvation of which heaven is the result; but Peter is saying true believers now have the result of their faith, love, and joy in Christ, and the deliverance (salvation) from the power of sin are current possessions of believers.  Read these verses which speak of our present deliverance from sin’s power.  Ephesians 1:7, Colossians 2:13-14, and Romans 6:10-12,18. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Thank God as believers we have deliverance now and ultimate full salvation in eternal glory. 

SATURDAY – “The condition of one who is a true Christian here is so secure that it may even now be called salvation” (Albert Barnes).  We have learned some comforting and challenging things this week about true Christians.  They have love for Christ, although they haven’t “seen” Him.  They believe and rejoice with an indescribable joy.  Remember that Peter, in this context, is speaking to believers that are experiencing great tribulations in this Godless and Christless world.  It is a great comfort to realize as a true believer that there is NO reason for us to “lose our joy.”  Read John 15:11. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Thank You Jesus for the joy and blessing of life “IN” You provided to us all by Your grace.

DISAPPOINTMENT—HIS APPOINTMENT

“Disappointment—His appointment,”

Change one letter, then I see

That the thwarting of my purpose

Is God’s better choice for me.

His appointment must be blessing,

Though it may come in disguise,

For the end from the beginning

Open to His wisdom lies.

“Disappointment—His appointment,”

Whose? The Lord, who gives me best,

Understands and knows me fully,

Who my faith and love would test;

For, like loving earthly parent,

He rejoices when He knows

That His child accepts, UNQUESTIONED,

All that from His wisdom flows.

“Disappointment—His appointment,”

“No good thing will He withhold,”

From denials oft we gather

Treasures of His love untold.

Well He knows each broken purpose

Leads to fuller, deeper trust,

And the end of all His dealings

Proves our God is wise and just.

“Disappointment—His appointment.”

Lord, I take it, then, as such.

Like the clay in hands of potter,

Yielding wholly to Thy touch.

All my life’s plan is Thy molding,

Not one single choice be mine,

Let me answer, unrepining—

Father, “Not my will, but Thine.”

--Edith Lillian Young--

